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regards the portfolios, the most important portfolios will be
equally divided between the League and the Congress in the
distribution thereof, further details being left open for
discussion.
With your previous permission I informed the Working
Committee of this assurance and this was one of the most
important considerations which weighed with them together
with the statement of the Cabinet Mission. These two
together formed one whole and, as such, the Council of the"
AlMndia Muslim League has given its final decision on
June 6. I may further inform you that similarly I had to
repeat the assurance to the Council before they finally gave
their approval. As you know, the meeting of the AlMndia
League Council was held in camera and there, again, the
house showed great opposition to the scheme in the
beginning.
During the course of discussions at a very early stage, a
large body of opposition was satisfied when I made the state*
ment in answer to the very pressing question as to what our
position will be with regard to the interidn Government. But
for this assurances we could not have got the approval of the
Council to the scheme. As requested by you, I took as
much care as possible to see that it did not become public*
I am writing this letter to you as I find that a very
sinister agitation has been set on foot by the Congress press
against your formula stated above, which was the turning
point in our having secured the decision of the Council*
Any departure from this formula, directly or indirectly, will
lead to very serious consequences and will not secure the
co-operation of the Muslim League.
You know further that the Congress may adopt an
offensive attitude by including a Muslim in their quota,
which will be strongly resented by the Muslim League and
which will be another very great hurdle before us.
Letter from the Viceroy to Mr. Jinnah, dated June 9? 2946 :
Thank you for your letter of yesterday. You speak of an
assurance about the 5:5:2 ratio. There was no assurance
on this point, but I told you, as I told the Congress, that
this was what I had in mind. It would be wrong for me to
leave you under the impression that there was any assurance*
although I hope that we may reach agreement on that basis.